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RELEASE AS SANITIZED

1997

tends to return the Shell refinery to its owners and request
that they resume normal operations, importing crude o0il from
Venezuela. The British-Dutch - owned Shell refinery was "in-
tervened," together with the American-owned Esso and Texaco
refineries, early this summer after all three had refused to
process Soviet crude. 1In early August the two American-owned
refineries were formally expropriated and nationalized, along
with the storage and distributing facilities in Cuba of the
American-owned Sinclair 0Qil Company.

a difficult situation for the United States. By returning to
private ownership the most important non-American busimess
seized by the regime, Castro would emphasize his contention
that "the Cuban problem” is primarily a US-Cuban dispute--
an allegation that has appeal in other Latin American coun-
tries. Shell would be expected to resume its traditional
imports of crude oil from Venezuela, thus ameliorating Vene-
zuelan dissatisfaction with the effects of Castro's policies.
s Such

as fuel 0il, which now are of unsatisfactory quality or
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